
Code Name: Raincoat Killer 

by Liz Choi 

 Yoo Young-Chul is a serial killer in Korea. He is known as 'Raincoat Killer' for he wore a 

raincoat when he murdered. It was and still shocking news that he killed  twenty people or 

probably more in an year.  He was the one who was representative of serial murder in twenty 

century among 30 killers in the world.  1

 He was born in 1970 to a poor family. His parents got divorced when he was eight. He 

was interested in drawing and singing so he would like to go to art high school. However, due to 

his poverty and low grade, "he was denied admission though and enrolled in a technical high 

school."  "During his high school years, he began his life of crime and spent time in juvenile 2

detention for thievery" , and eventually he quit the high school. In 1991, he got married to Ms. 3

Hwang. Since he had married, he went to jail for eleven years. He got divorced by his wife in 

2002. Some investigators say he has had hatred for women because of that and it caused his 

crime.  4
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 Since he was released from prison in 2003, he started murdering. He murdered a 

professor and the professor's wife in 2003. That was the first murder. He killed eight people in 

2003. In 2004, he murdered vendor, Mr. Ahn, and abandoned him  and he murdered eleven 5

women who had the same job as his wife. He made the detailed plan in every murder and never 

left any evidence. He burned the place which he murdered, cut the body into pieces and cut out 

the fingerprints of killed woman. He used a hammer that he made and a knife.   

 "He was arrested on July 18th, 2004 and he claimed that he killed totally twenty-six 

people."  He confessed everything he had done, and he confessed that he ate the liver of killed 6

people; But it hasn't been turned out officially. He has been sentenced to death for murdering 

people and other crimes like theft . While Yoo was sentenced to death, death penalty system in 

Korea practically has been abolished since 1997, so he is still in prison with 62 other convicts 

with the same sentence.  7
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