
Mysteria: The Ghost of Lady Nordica  

 

Introductions:  

I’m Bridget and I’m Libby. 

 

We met while we attended the University of Maine at Farmington (UMF). There are many 

supposedly haunted places on campus. Mallett Hall is supposed to be home to multiple ghosts, a 

poltergeist known as Mary, and the spirit of a former dorm mother who reportedly committed 

suicide. 

 

There are also less spooky stories, including one about a student who hanged herself in the 

basement of Scott North, in the dorm apartment I lived in for a year. There’s no truth to this 

story, but it gets passed on to new students all the same.  

 

One of the the stories that almost all students hear about is the haunting of Nordica Auditorium 

by the famous opera singer, Lillian Nordica. We’ve both spent plenty of time in Merrill Hall, 

which houses Nordica Auditorium on the second floor. Despite many late nights spent hanging 

out down the hall in the recording studio on campus, I never heard any spooky music coming 

from Nordica. Nevertheless, but walking through the dark auditorium at night creeped me out 

and was something I avoided, taking a longer route to get to the other side of the building.  

 

 



Background:  

Born Lillian Norton in Farmington, Maine in 1857. Her family moved to Boston to further her 

sister, Wilhelmina’s, singing career. When her sister died, Lillian became the musical focus of 

the family. 

 

She trained at the New England Conservatory and ended up becoming a huge success 

worldwide. Her opera coach thought that her name would be difficult to pronounce for Italian 

audiences, so she was given the name Nordica, her last name Italianized.  While she was a 1

superstar who travelled the world, Nordica remembered her roots and returned to Farmington, 

Maine several times to perform. Her last home performance took place in 1911 in Merrill Hall, 

now part of the University of Maine at Farmington campus.  2

 

1913 was the beginning of the end. While on tour in Australia, Nordica became sick, and it 

impacted her voice. The ship was was to sail out on, the Tasman, waited for her when she was 

running late. This is basically the opposite of a Titantic near-miss story, where instead of missing 

the ship that was to later crash, she managed to get on, despite running late. The ship crashed on 

a coral reef and was stuck there for three days. She caught hypothermia, which eventually did her 

in. 

 

 

 

1 Thomas Verde, Maine Ghosts and Legends: 26 Encounters with the Supernatural (Camden: Down East 
Books,1989), 102.  
2 Ibid.  



Personal Life:  

Woman was a patriarchy-punching powerhouse. She had three husbands, all of whom basically 

sucked. Her first husband, also her cousin, was Frederick Gower, who was the business manager 

to Alexander Graham Bell. He married Lillian in Paris in 1883 when she was 26. He thought she 

was beautiful and very talented, but didn’t like that she performed in public. I guess he didn’t 

want to share? He even went so far as to burn her music and destroy some of her gowns. How 

childish. He tried to cross the English Channel alone, in a balloon, and was never heard from 

again. Some suspect that he actually committed suicide because of debt and feeling spurned by 

his wife.  Husband one, done. 3

 

Husband two was a singer from Hungary with the wonderful name of Zoltan Dome, whom she 

married in 1896, 13 years after husband one, when Lillian was 39. She divorced him in 1903 

because he was unfaithful and spent too much of her money.  4

 

Just four years later, Lillian married George Washington Young. Like husbands one and two, 

this winner also found himself depending on his wife’s money to keep him out of debt. They 

separated when Lillian left for her South Pacific Tour.   5

 

Perhaps, not surprisingly, Lillian was a suffragist. She was disgusted by the fact that her male 

contemporaries earned more than her. She used her celebrity to support the women’s suffrage 

3 Ira Glackens, Yankee Diva: Lillian Nordica and the Golden Days of Opera (Farmington: Nordica 
Memorial Association, 1995). 
4 Ibid. 
5 Ibid.  



movement. Glackens writes, “Among other things, she said suffrage would not bring prohibition, 

as many feared (and she was right, prohibition became law before women got the vote), and that 

she would resent a law that forbade her ‘a glass of wine and a piece of pie.’”  6

 

Haunting Accounts  

The auditorium in Merrill Hall at the University of Maine at Farmington, where she performed 

several times, was renamed Nordica Auditorium in honor of Lillian Nordica. Many people claim 

that Nordica Auditorium is haunted by the ghost of Lillian. People make claims of hearing music 

when no one should be there, especially late at night. A custodian who works in Merrill, Woody 

Woodcock, which is the best name EVER, claims he's heard things. Woody is happy to chat with 

people who ask about it. He once told writers for the Farmington Flyer that he's "heard things 

moving upstairs; like people walking up stairs in Nordica" and that he's also "heard voices."  He 7

claims he once "felt the hair on the back of neck come up. She was standing right beside me."  8

He has also heard strange footsteps that stop when he tries to investigate the noises.   9

 

The Farmington Flyer explains: "Dawn Nye, an art professor here at UMF told a story of a 

former co-worker Mike McFalls. One night, McFalls was in the basement of Merrill doing work. 

When he turned off the saw he heard the Falcony piano, worth an extremely large amount of 

money, in Nordica Auditorium being played very loudly. He was concerned about the roughness 

of it being played considering it is a very expensive piano. ‘He went upstairs to see who was 

6 Ibid.  
7 Chelsea Collins and Sarah Pritchard, “UMF: Plagued with the paranormal?” Farmington Flyer 3 (Oct. 31, 
2013) 
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 



playing, and when he got into Nordica there was no one there, but the piano was still playing,” 

said Nye. McFalls was frightened to the point in which he immediately jumped in his car and 

drove home.” "   10

 

In 2010, Maine Ghost Hunters visited the UMF campus to inspect Nordica Auditorium. I swear 

some sort of other paranormal investigation happened in 2008 when I was a freshman in college 

and attended the event, only to be so freaked out by the very basic presentation the people gave 

about the sort of work they do, that I thought it was somehow smarter to leave all my friends and 

walk home, alone, in the dark, around Halloween. So I missed the supposed paranormal 

happenings that night, which I’m totally 100% fine with. I don’t think that this was the year 

Ghost Hunters was there, so I’m guessing there have been multiple paranormal investigation 

events and I’m just getting things confused. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 Ibid 
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